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A Siurip of Blue.

BY LUCY LA RCOM.
I 4o not own an luch of laud,
But all I #e¢ IS mine—
The erchard nl the mowing feids,
The lawns and garjens fine,
The wind's m 1aX coleclors are,
They bring me tithes divine—
Wi'd seents and s uble ersences,
A tribute rars and free;

And, mo & megnificent than all,
My window ke ps for e

A glimpses of Llu- Immensity,
A little s rip of sea.

-

Richeram [ than he who owns
Grest fects an | argosies;

Ihivea har»inevery ship
Won by the Island Breez »

To lot'er on yon alry road
Above the apple trees,

Ifreight them with my untold dreams,
Fa h hears my own plekel crew;

And no sler ca goes wall for them
Than ever Indla knew—

My ships that sall in o the East
Across ti atl outlet blus,

Sometim«s they seem !lkeliving shapes —
The prople of tha sKy—
Guests In whi“e ralment coming down
From h -aven which 's - lose uy,
I ail them by familiar nam s,
As one by one draws nigh.
Eowmlite sol,ht, so8p rit-lke,
From violet mists they bloom!
Theschl gwastesof the unknown
Are hall reclalmed from gioom,
Blneces on 11" hospitable sea
All souls find salllug room,

The salls, I'ke Hakes of roseate pearl,
Float In upon the mist;

The waves are broken precious stones—
Sapphi-e -nd amethy s,

Washed fr mc lestial basement walls,
By s :ns uns t Ing ki -sed.

Qut turo: gh The utmost @ates of space
Past where the gay tarsurifi,

To the wildening Infinite, my soul
Glldes on, a ve-sel swalt;

Yetl 8 not eranchorage,
lu yonder azuse rifl,

Here sit I, as all'tle ehlld;
The+ threshold of God’s dour

Is that clear band of chryroprase;
New the vast t+ mp & floor,

The b Inding glory f the dome
I bow my head vefore;

The universe, 0, God, 1s home,
In helht o: depth, to me;

Y et here upos Uy footst. ol green
Cneamlitobe;

Glad, when 8 opeuel to my need,
Some sea ke glimp eof Thes,

THE DEATH TRAP.
BY (‘_. T. IIAI:B_.:['I'ER.

The ringing sound that came from a
blackened swithy told that the steel
was smithening steel, and the smith
who swung the ponderous hammer was
a man of no common muscle. He was
young and remarkably handsome; but
there was an evil lurking in his cold,
black ¢yes which would have repulsed
the close observer. The light of his
forge fire rendered ghostly the objects
in the remote corners of the shop; but
it fell brightly upon the strange looking
piece of steel he was hammering. It
resembled the jaw of some immense
trap, strong enourh to hold a bear, and
the wonder was that the strength of
| man could prepare it forits prey. If

any man in Middletown eould eontrol
such a trap, it was the man whose

hands were fashioning it.
For a long time David Thrall had

been working of nights, with his shop
barred to visitors, @nd the clang—elang
—clang of his hammer had sounded in
the furthest corner of the growing vil-
lage. Ile wasa man of strong passions,
the first to resent an insult to a friend,
and the last to give up an argument
when he found logic against him. No
person had bothered him while he
swung the bammer over the terrible
steel trap which he was making. It is
true that a few boys looked in at the
window at the inauguration of his work,
but his maddening threats against them

had kept the prying urchins away.
“] told her that she should never

Jaugh at my love and live to boast of it
to another man!” David Thrall said
aloud, one night as he paused to wips
great drops of perspiration from his

brow.
“she laughed then and told me not to

let anger get the best of me, and thought
I would forget it. Forget? Never!”
and the hammer came down vengefully
upon the glowing steel.

“] um making this trap because you
rejected my love, Agnes Temple. Bat

ghall not tear your pretty skin. No

-no! I would not injure one of your
, tolden hairs; but I am going to teach
jou that there is one in Middletewn
whose heart cannot be triflad with.”

Thus he talked to himself, while he
stood over his anvil and swung his
hammer, whose every blow told on his
horrible mechanism, and hurried it to-
ward completion. That night he fin-
ished it. He held it in the light of his
coal fire and pronounced it perfect;
smiled upon it with pride, and showed
that he had strength enough to master
its jaws,

“Now, my boy, we'll try it.”

David Thrall put Lis trap into a sack,
smothered the fire, and left the smithy.
He walked rapidly toward the outskirts
of the village, seen by no one, for the
night was dark and the wind high. It
was in the fall of the year and the
yellow leaves of the time fell around
him in a golden shower. But he did
not notice them any more than to brush
an occasional one from his long beard,
begrimed like his face with the soot of
his shop. He did not come to a halt
until he reached the iron track that ran
over the road which he was traversing.
Middletown had not been honored by
the steam cars, which, as if to taunt the
place, left it half a mile to the west.

David Thrall threw his burden down
and a sigh of relief escaped him. Then
he struck a match and looked at his

watch.
“He passes about nine,” he muttered.

“The passenger goes by at ten, then the
lightning express.”

He speke with a fiendishness almost
foreign to the human heart, and set to
work™ fastening the strong chain at-
tached to bis infernal trap to the iron
rails. He had evidently studied this
part of his work, for he performed it in
darkness and then rested. But the end
was not yet.

Throwing himself upon the spring.he
get the trap, and the terrible jaws were
raady to close upon their victim. The

“~..wind threw leaves over the trap, as if

i —

T e

he saw thestar gleams fall upon th
leaves that covered it.

It was a picturesque place which
David Thrall had selected for the deed
upon which he had set his heart. The
road was narrow, indeed not more than
a path that led to Middletown, and the
home of Agnes Temple, He knew the
man he hated would traverse it before
dawn, and he knew too that his trap
would hold him to the irontrack. 1t was
a revenge almost too ternble to be re-

corded.
“There ™ exelaimed the smith, as he

removed away a pace and trinmphant-
ly surveyed the result of his night’s
toil in the sooty shop. “Now let the
prey coms! The trap is readv. I wish
you a pleasant time of it, Julian Wing-
fold. To be plain, I should I'ke to know
how a man would feel between two

such jaws.”
Then he picked up the sack and start-

ed back to Middletown. But he had not
gone ten vards betere he halted. “The
trap might have been set alittle easier,”
he said to himself. “It bas not been
worked much, and the easier it is set,
the surer I shall be of my prey.”
Intent upon readjasting the devilish
invention, the blacksmith retraced his
steps, and for the second time in that
lonely and beautiful spot he bent over
the cross-ties. Ile placed his knee upon
the spring to prevent the jaws from
closing and catching their maker, while
he tampered with the trigger. e was
in the midst of his work, when from
some unaccountable cause, his knees
slipped from the spring, and—ol! hor-
ror! the mighty jaws closed on Dbis
wrists! With a ery, indeseribib'y full
of agony, the entrapped man tried to
spring to his feet, but the trap, fasten-
ed asit was tothe rails, held him se
curely down. The sharp teeth seemed
to cut into the very marrow of his
bones, and he was experiencingthe hor-
ror of a human being caught in a trap.
He tried to erush the spring, but it
would not yield to the power which it
had lately owned, and then he tried to
tear himself loose.  But the pain ocea-
sioned by his « ff irts was so great that
he was foreed to desist lest he should
faint, and in that condition be caught
by the train.
“If it had eaught my lez!™ he eried,
“I eould tear it loose; but ol! these
precious arms of mine!"
It was a terrible moment {or the en-
trapped man. All at once, in that hour
of terror, he thought of the man for
whom he had prepared the jaws of un-
yielding steel. He would doubtless
reach the crossing and release bim be-
fore the train was due, for Julian
Wingfold was not a2 vengeful rival,
All thoughts of revenge against the
beautiful Agnes Temple had left his
mind; be looked up at the stars, and
they seemed to mock his misery; he
eried for help from the terror stricken
depths of his heart. But no footsteps
sounded upon his ears. God and man
seemed to have left the hater to his fate.
Suddenly David Thrall started, and a
ery of despair welled from his throat.
The shrill shriek of the locomotive told
him that the one dread honur of his eap-
tivity had passed away and the end of
all was near at hand.
“God in heaven have merey!” he
cried. “Do unto me a3 1 would have
done unto another!”
But no deliverance came, and the
sound of the whistle died away with a
mocking echo. Within live minutes the
iron monster would be upon him, and
the most terrible drama ever enacted in
that lovely country would have reached
its tragic finale. He heard the rumble
of the train, which seemed to approach
on the wings of the wind. He raved,
he cursed, and tried to wrench his
wrists from the juws o1 steel, tricd to
break them off, and bear life and bieed-
ing stumps away, butin vain. With
the tenacity of death itself the Samso-
nian trap held him down. The loco-
motive shrieked again and David
Thrall paused and looked over his
shoulder. Ile saw the headlight now;
it dazzled in his eves, and he could not
shade the precivus o1b3 with his hands.
Then he shricked at the top of his veice;

but the cars came on.
“No deliverance! oh, heaveu!” he ex-

claimed, sinking back in the few sec-
onds he had yet tolive. “I have merited
this. What a terrible thing retribution
is! He will be happy, and she will
smile upon him with a!'l her dazzling
beauty. Dut I—I—oh, God, pity me!
Chained to the track—caught in the
trap made by my own hands for a fel-
low being. Itis just. IMeaven forgive
me, and comfort my poor—"

The roarof the coming train drowned
the sweetest word that ever parted Lis

lips—mother.
L = * *

The rumbling of the train had scareely
died away in the distance, when Julian
Wingfold, returning from the home of
Agnes Temple, crossed the track. He
stepped where the instrument of death
had been placed, and passed on without
noticing its handiwork. If he had but
glanced down he might have seen the
two battered steel jaws, closed now,
upon the lifeless hands only, of his
rival, the blacksmith.

The remains wera discovered on the
following day, and the presence of the
trap told the awful story.

David Thrall's widowed mother soon
followed him to the grave.

The little smithy still stands in Mid-
dletown, and the superstitious say that
at night David Thrall can be heard
beating steel with steel before his forge.
Julian Wingfold is a happy husband
and father now, but he never thinks ot
that one night's walk without a feeling
of thankfulness as wel! as horror.
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An old citizen in a country village, on
having a subscription list handed him
toward purchasiug a new hearse for the
piace, thus excused himself. “I paid 5
for a new hearse forty years ago, and
me and my folks hain’t had the benetit
of it yet.”

-

The Bones of Monsters.

“Nature has born strange children in
in her day,” says Shakspeare, and he s
not far wrong if we may judge from
some recent discoveries in the rocks of
( olnr‘ul’ While exploring some rocks
in the white sandstone hog-back of the

creek—the same stratum as at Colorado
springs, a few vards west of old Colo-
rado City—we came suddenly upon a
huge vertebre, lying as it was carved
out in bas relief on a slab ot sandstone.
It was so heavy that it required two
men to lift it. Its circumference was
thirty-three inches. We stood for some
moments looking in astonishment at
this prodigy, and then hunted round
for some relics. Presently one of the
party, a little in advance, cried out,—

“Why, this beats all!"

At his feet lay a huge bone, resem-
bling a ITercules war club, ten inches in
diameter by two feet long. Ondigzing
beneath it a number of smaller verte-
bree were discovered, and at the base of
a cliff two enormous frag ments, remind-
ing one of the vroken columns of some
ancient temple or a couple of saw logs,
lay on the grourd, possibly thigh bones,
lifteen inches in diameter at the butt
end ; in theeliff above them was another
fragment sticking out of the rock like
the stump of a tree, With the help of
4 sledge hammer and crowbar the rock
was removed around it,and underneath
lay some ribs three inches in diameter,
with other bones. The rocks in the
vicinity were full of fragments. Se-
lecting one of these, we lifted coff a
large cap of sandstone above it, and
disclosed a perfect shoulder, ulna and
radins, of another somewhat similar
animal, the thickness of the bones aver-
aging about five or six inches. This,
lying as it were like a beautiful sculp-
ture on the sandstone, we succeeded in
removing e¢x«ctly as we found it. Sev
eral smaller bones of animals of vari-
ous sizes were discovered, but as the
sun was fast setting behind the moun-
tains we deferred moving our trophies
till the following day.

During the night it snowed heavily,
but nex! morning wesucceedod in drag-
ging our prizes on a temporary sied
down the cliff to the road, and bringing
home to the neighboring village a wagon
load of hones and depositing them in a
shanty, preparatory to packing them
off East to Professor Marsh of Yale
(Cullege for identification. The monster
to whom the bones belonged coula net
have been less than sixty oreven eighty
feet long. In the cliff above the beones
unpressions of leaves were found (Da-
kota group) of dicotyliedonous trees of
very singular shape, some resembling a
lyre, and others the leaves of a tulip
tree, willow, conifers, ete. These trees
grew probably on the shores of small
islands in the cretaceous ocean in which
the marine monsters roamed, and not
far off oysters, (ostrea congesta) clams
(inoceramus) baculites and ammonites
and other marine shells were found in
abundance,

Along the shores of this ancient sea
squatted and leapt the dinosaurs or ter-
rible lizards, one of whom, leelaps, was
twenty-four feet long. From the length
of his hinder legs it is suppose 1 that he
was able to walk upright, like a biped,
carrying his head twelve feet in the air.
There was another still larger, thirty-
‘ive feet long, and of the same habits.
In the air overhead, huge bat-like crea-
tures, comprising a lizard, a ecrocko-
dile, and a bat flapped their leathery
wings twenty-five feet from tip to tip
over the sea, plunging every now and
then into the water for a tish. There
were birds, too; a diver, five and one-
half feet high, and some, strange to say,
with spinal vertebiw like a fish, and
armed with pointed teeth in both jaws.
Enormous tortoises and turtles were
the boatmen of the age. One diseov-
ered by Cope, in Kansas, was fifteen
feet across the end of one flapper to the
end of the other. Huge clams, also, lay
scattered] over those ancient shores, 26
inches in diameter. Our saurion did
not fall short of the biggest of these
m msters; he could not have been less
than sixty to seventy feet long, and was
probably either a m sasaurus or lizard
allied to the elasmosaurus.

The ocean in which these ereatures
lived was graduaHy enclosed by the up-
heaval of the sea bottom on the west,
and soon became almost an inland sea.
As the elevation continued, and its area
was contracted, ridges would rise, iso-
lating portions of the sea into salt lakes.
and imprisoning the life in them. The
stronger soon destroyed the weaker til!
the water by evaporation becoming
shallower, all life finally died, became
skeletons, and, in course of ages, fossils
in sandstone.

0Old Time School Cnstoms.

At the recent meeting of the Georgia
School Teachers’ Association, President
Mallon read some very amusing ex
tracts from the diary of Judge Junius
Hillyer. Mr. Mallon had been a guest
of the Judge, and during the evening
he became aware of the existence of
the record, the use of which he asked
for the delectation of his co-laborers in
the Association. Judge Hillyer gives
a very graphic description of a school
which he attended near Lexington quite
60 vears ago. The teacher was a
Frenchman, whe had two assistants.
No books were used, but each boy,
ranging from seven to ten years of age
—the Judge was seven—was required
to go out into the yard and fill his pock-
ets with little rocks. Returning, the
the boys were seated at a large table
and the teacher began at once to teach
them how to count. Having been in-
ducted into this mystery, they were re-
quired to exercise in mental caleula-
tions, each boy as he obtained the
answer whispering it in the teacher’:
ear. If the answer proved incorrect
the pupil was strugk on the head. As
the pupils progressed the work hecame
more and more difficult—the simpler

The Kings ot Holland,Belgium, Qwe-

“<at on aiding the jealous blacksmith,
“wng clouds scurried ;westward,

Exposition in 1878

den, Spain and Portugal have eugmed examples in mental geometry. These
residences in Paris for the period of t1 @ litter were so trying that several of the
| pupils fainted at the black-board whi'e

forms of arithmetic being succeeded by

eretaceous period, near Morrison, Bear |

of October.—imaha Herald, Aug. 24

that bones disappear in the ocean. By
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teeth, but rarely ever a bone of any
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